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In response to a telephone interview courteously granted by Examiner Ula 
Ruddock on June 1, 2010, applicant is filing herewith an RCE application with the 
claims to be considered those submitted in applicant's amendment before final dated 
September 15, 2009. 

Further, the examiner wanted clarification of the disclosure in the reference to 
Christou et al. In response thereto, a Declaration is enclosed executed by one of the 
joint inventors in the Christou et al. application clarifying the fact that each embodiment 
of the product disclosed in the Christou et al. application includes holes therethrough 
thereby clarifying the fact that the Christou et al. product is not a product "without holes 
or discontinuities" as provided for in the claims of the present application. 

It is felt that with the enclosed Declaration the relevance of the Christou et al. is 
clarified, and it was believed from the aforenoted telephone interview the examiner 
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concurred that with a Declaration of the type submitted herewith, the Christou reference 
would not be applicable pursuant to her earlier rejection of the application. 

The examiner felt a further search would be necessary, however, and for that 
reason the RCE is being filed pursuant to the above. 

.Dated this 3"^ day of June 2010. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gary M. Pblumbus, Reg. No. 25,364 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
USPTO Customer No. 20686 
Tel: 303-628-1500 
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